
Superintendent’s Update
Wednesday, March 17, 2021

109th day of the 2020-21 school year.  We have only 61 days left this year.  Happy St. Patrick’s Day to all!

As the Committee is certainly aware, many people in the district have been spending a tremendous amount of
time planning for the upcoming transition back to full in-person learning for all K-5 students beginning on
Monday, April 5.  I want to thank all of our Leadership Team members for their monumental efforts toward this
plan, and the time many of our support staff have invested.  I will provide additional details in my later report
this evening.

This past Friday, March 12 was the deadline for parents and students to opt for a change in their current learning
model placement (full remote, 2x/week in person hybrid, or 4x/week in person hybrid).  There were many
change requests, and given the reduction in COVID-19 cases and the Governor’s/Commissioner’s
announcements of last week, we anticipated this would motivate a move toward more in-person requests. At
DMS alone, there were 118 requests to increase time in school.  Principal Hillman has been working to assess
whether or not we can accommodate all these students given our current MOA agreements, and late today she
indicated to me that all was set for these changes to take place this week.  Other schools reported the following
transition requests:

ECEC K = 17
Avery = 32
Greenlodge = 3
Oakdale = 7
Riverdale = 2
DMS = 118
DHS = 47

Total = 226

The district has been working to support faculty and staff in their pursuit of COVID-19 vaccines.  On Sunday,
3/14/21 we sent out a survey to all Faculty/Staff regarding their current vaccine status and whether or not they
needed help in scheduling a vaccine appointment. We have received 443 responses as of today and the district
has helped more than 25 teachers obtain personal individual vaccine appointments.  At this time I can
confidently say that every educator and staff member in the district who wants a vaccine appointment has
obtained one.  Of the 443 faculty/staff who responded, 75% have already received their first vaccine dose.
The breakdown of vaccination dose types is as follows:

Moderna = 217
Pfizer = 85
J & J = 30
TOTAL = 332

On Tuesday, 3/16/21 the Finance & Warrant Committee held its review of CEC Capital recommendations
including those provided by DPS.  I need to thank the many DPS staff who were present during this zoom
meeting and supported our efforts.  In particular, Assistant Superintendent Sam Rippin, Technology Director
Don Langenhorst, and DHS Principal Jim Forrest all spoke in support of our requests particularly the
replacement and repair of the DHS turf field and library renovations.

The DPS FY22 Operating Budget will be presented to the Finance & Warrant Committee on Thursday,
3/18/22.  The FY22 Budget Book was electronically sent to all Finance & Warrant Committee (and School

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hjhHMSGM498ymoykOJOAIDkGQJff1VAz/view?usp=sharing


Committee) members on Friday, 3/12/21 and paper hard copies were hand delivered to all FWC members on
Monday, 3/15.  Huge thank you’s are in order to Sara Errickson who spent many hours polishing this document
into a beautiful finished product, along with Sam Rippin and his business/finance colleagues and Amy Hicks for
doing all the background work.

On Friday, March 5 we presented the MSBA with a “virtual” site visit of the Oakdale School in order to
complete the next phase of the MSBA’s “senior study”. I would like to thank Director of Facilities Denise
Moroney and Principal Kim Hermesch for their early-morning tour to provide video footage for the MSBA to
observe.  And special thanks to DHS graduate Justin Crowley of JLC Productions for his prompt and
professional filming and editing of this submission.

The DHS Counseling Department will be hosting a virtual 9th and 10th Grade Planning Night tomorrow
(Thursday, 3/18) from 6-7pm. They will have a panel of undergraduate admissions counselors from Stonehill
College and UMass Amherst participating.  A zoom link has been sent to all parents and students so that they
can participate remotely.

Information from DHS Theater Instructor Steve Bergman:
I'm thrilled to say that tickets for the DHS streaming production of The Addams Family are NOW available!
The students have been working hard on this production, and I hope you will watch them - from wherever you
are - next weekend (March 19-21).  Here is the link: dedhamhs.booktix.com You have three chances to watch, so
reserve your time.  There is NO charge for you to watch, but the production was certainly not free to put
together, so I'll hope you'll consider a suggested donation of $10, which can be given once you've received your
specific streamlink.

I am happy to answer any questions the Committee may have.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cH4dG2epQhM
http://dedhamhs.booktix.com/

